Torchlight procession on world day of the sick

Wednesday 11th February 2015
Time: 8 p.m – 9.30 p.m.

There is a torchlight procession to honour Our Lady of Lourdes on her feast day on Wednesday 11th February in the grotto at St Mary’s Church, Chapel Lane, Belfast. Wednesday is also world day of the sick.

The candlelight procession will unite in prayer and song with a much larger procession, that will be attended by thousands of pilgrims from all over the world, through the streets of Lourdes, tonight.
In his Angelus address on Sunday, Pope Francis emphasized that caring for the sick has always been considered and integral part of the Church’s mission. “To care for the sick, to welcome them, to serve them, is to serve Christ!” he said. The Pope concluded his remarks by saying we are all called “to bring the light of the Word of God and the power of grace to all those who suffer, and to those who care for them”. The Pope then said “ I bless the initiatives prepared for this day”.

It was 157 years ago today that Our Lady appeared to Bernadette Soubirous in Lourdes. On Thursday 11th February 1858, 14 yr old Bernadette was collecting firewood when Our Lady appeared to her. “I saw a lady dress in white, she wore a white dress, an equally white veil, a blue belt and a yellow rose on each foot”. Bernadette made the Sign of the Cross and prayed the Rosary with the lady. 

The following week, on the day of  the 4th apparition, Bernadette carried a lighted blessed candle to the grotto to pray; this started the tradition of the now world famous candlelit procession. Later on, when Bernadette asked the lady who she was, She replied “I am the Immaculate Conception”. A spring of water came up through the Lourdes grotto and since then many miraculous healings have been attributed to it. The Vatican confirmed the supernatural events at Lourdes as authentic and in 1929 Bernadette was canonised a saint on 8th December 1933 by 8 December 1933 by Pope Pius XI,

This year, also marks the 61st anniversary of the opening of the grotto at St Mary’s, to honour Our Lady of Lourdes. The grotto at St Mary’s is a cherished place for many people in Belfast who come  to pray and light a candle for their loved ones.

Fr James Boyle, administrator of St Mary’s said  “The church of St Mary’s is a special place in the hearts of many people who live in Belfast and those who grew up in the city and are now living abroad. In 1954, the Lourdes Grotto at St. Mary’s Chapel Lane, was as officially blessed and opened. We are delighted to host this candle light procession again this year for the sick in our community.  The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes is also World day of Prayer for the sick. Thanks to all who joined us as we remember the Lord’s goodness to us and have a renewed experience of the Lord’s care for us as we  ask Him in prayer through the intercession of Mary, His Mother, to heal ourselves and those near and dear to us. Christ is alive, and we can be happy because His goodness to each one of us will not be extinguished.  We hope our prayers tonight will reach out and heal all those who are sick and suffering in our city and across our Province”.

In the words of Pope Francis, “This is the time to put the sick at the centre of the community, to pray for them and with the, to be close to them”. He said “it is the generous and Christian attitude toward the sick that is the salt of the earth and a light to the world.

The torchlight procession starts at 8 p.m. and finish at 9.30 p.m. Admission is free. Blessed candles will be available from 7.45 p.m. Those attending can bring their prayer petitions with them.
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